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but only a 2 per center capita growth for four decades.21 A higher
growth, rate would, of course, shorten the, time.
 (2)	Industrial   Output.   At  current   exchange   rates   the  net
value of industrial output per head of the total population in the
United States is over 40 times higher than in India ; but measured
at comparable prices the ratio would seem to be in the range of
25-30 (see Table 2, column (d)).    India would require roughly
70 years at a per capita rate of growth of 5 per cent per year, 60
years at 6 per cent, 50 years at 7 per cent, 40 years at 9 per cent
and about 35 years at 10 per cent to reach the present level in the
United States.   Although the gap is very wide, the time needed
to overcome it would thus not be very long at a high rate (between
7 and 10 per cent)—preferably much higher in the earlier and some-
what lower in the later period.  These rates of growth are not very
unusual.    In recent decades many countries have attained and
maintained them over considerable periods.
 (3)	Total  Commodity   Output.   The   adjusted   total   for per
capita commodity output (column (Z?)) in India is about one-
tenth of that in the United States.   The disparity between the two
countries thus is not as the figures of total per capita output in
columns (a) and (c) would suggest—1-30.   It is much more mana-
geable—in the range of only 1-10. This is a gap which could be over-
come in 80 years at an annual increase of 3 per cent in per capita
output; in 60 years at 4 per cent and in 50 years at 5 per cent.
Thus, the dimensions of time and pace for the transition from
abject poverty to relative affluence are five  decades at a per capita
growth rate of   commodity output of about 5 per cent per an-
num.  Are these really forbiding magnitudes ?
 (4)	The economic distance between  India  and  the  United
States is wider than almost anywhere else in the world.  For count-
ries in the intermediate range the dimensions of time and pace for
bridging the gap would be obviously smaller.   Measured in this
manner, the task of narrowing the9 gap—even at its widest—needs
no more than half a century, or just an adult lifetime, and not
endless and hopeless centuries.     There is thus little ground for
pathetic patience with postponing the possible—a very rapid eli-
mination of want and poverty.
21 The ratios here refer to the availability of agricultural output per head of
total population and not to output per person engaged in agriculture.   Since

